Blast Off! 

Friday February 9th 2007, 12.30pm -  St Andrew’s on The Terrace
STRIKE & Arnold Marinissen 


1.  Maki Ishii (Japan) Thirteen Drums 

Arnold Marinissen - percussion

As the title indicates, Thirteen Drums is a piece for thirteen different drums, each of which has an equal share in the development of the musical themes. In full accordance with Japanese musical tradition, force and subtlety, silence and sound are juxtaposed. The result is a work of great virtuosity.

Maki Ishii (1936) studied composition with Akira Ifukube and conducting with Akeo Watanabe. In 1958 Ishii left for Europe - like so many of the Japanese composers of his generation - to continue his studies in Berlin with Boris Blacher and Joseph Rufer. Since the 1960's Ishii has built up a reputation as a composer, conductor and organizer of new music concerts, such as the Japanese-German Festival of New Music. As a composer Ishii has never really become a "European". Most of his works are characterized by a very personal style in which aspects of new music from the West and traditional music from Japan are combined, and which revolve around the manipulation of sound. 

2. Wang Sue-Ya (Taiwan) Hue 
STRIKE: Murray Hickman, Tim Whitta, Tom Pierard, Takumi Motokawa

Hue is for four amplified percussionists. Partial sound, like partial sight, aging and congenital colour deficiencies all produce changes in perception that reduce the visual effectiveness of certain color combinations. Two colors that contrast sharply to someone with normal vision may be far less distinguishable to someone with a visual disorder. It is important to appreciate that it is the contrasts of colors one against another that makes them more or less discernible rather than the individual colors themselves.

Wang Sue Ya was born in Taipei, and graduated from Conservatoire National Superieur de Musique de Paris with Alain Bancquart and Paul Mefano. She was selected for the course in music composition and computing at IRCAM 1999-2000. In the same year, Transit (3 musicians, electronics and image) was premiered in Paris.  A Royaumont Foundation fellowship enabled her to work with Brian Fernyhough and Franco Donatoni. In 1997 her Theme et Variations pour violoncelle et piano was awarded first prize of Irino Memorial Prize. Profiles d`outremer was performed by the Ensemble Alternance at the Cite de la Musique, Paris, and also selected by the ISCM jury in Manchester. Ray (solo percussion and orchestra) was premiered by the Orchestre Lyrique de Region Avignon-provence in July 2002 and broadcast on Radio France. L`Image peut du recul was a commissioned by the Taiwan National Symphony Orchestra in 2005. and Noyau II and Divergence performed by Taipei Symphony Orchestra. Performance Sonore was premiered in La Nuit Blanche Festival of Art in Paris. Node was recently premiered by pianist Ho Huang-Chen at the National Recital Hall and Noyau II presented at the International Rostrum of Composers (UNESCO) at Radio France (2006
3.  Naoko Kurauchi (Japan) Resurrection 

STRIKE
Resurrection for four percussionists consists of three main parts: Metals, Woods, and Skins. I was conscious of gamelan music in the Metal section. I hope that my modest attempt could encourage other people. The instrumentation comprises: 10 Thai gongs, 10 Swiss cow-bells, 10 wood-blocks, 10 temple-blocks, 2 bongos, 3 congas, 8 tom-toms, 4 timpani, 1 bass drum. The work was composed in 2004 and was premiered in Tokyo on March 6, 2005.

Naoko Kurauchi graduated from the Musashino Academia Musicae, studying under Hirohiko Tamura and Tohru Tamura. In 1985 she was selected for both the 54th Japan Music Competition and the 2nd New Composer Award by the Japanese Society for Contemporary Music (JSCM). She was a recipient of Nao-aki Fukui Memorial Fellowship in 1986-88. Her Triptych for guitar solo was published in 2001(JFC) and recorded in CD in 2002. Dreaming for percussion solo was published in 2003 (JFC) and recorded in CD in 2005. Her music was selected for the Asian Music Festival 2003 in Tokyo. She is a member of the Japan Society for Contemporary Music (JSCM) and the Japan Federation of Composers, INC (JFC). She currently lectures part-time in the Faculty of Music of Kwassui Women's College in Nagasaki. 

4. Josefino Chino Toledo (Philippines) Hoy!  

Grant Sinclair - trombone

Arnold Marinissen and Murray Hickman - percussion

Hoy! Is an exuberant, joyish dialogue between trombone and percussion…….the work tries to be playful most of the time.
Composer/conductor Josefino Chino Toledo is a leading voice among a new generation of contemporary artists who are establishing a new international image for Philippine music. He is currently Professor of Music Composition and Theory at the University of the Philippines and also the conductor of several orchestras. In this latter capacity he has attracted considerable critical acclaim for premiering works of Filipino as well as other Asian composers. Recently, he was appointed associate artistic director and conductor of “I’mpulse” - the 1st Asia-Europe Music Camp - by the Asia-Europe Foundation. Among Toledo’s awards are The Outstanding Young Men Award 1997, the 2002 Civitella Ranieri Fellowship in Italy, and the International Award for the Arts and Chancellor Awards for Outstanding Musical Works from the University of the Philippines.
Toledo’s compositions are regularly performed in international concerts and festivals by well-known international artists and ensembles. His music has been described as “pure and powerful”, and had been cited for its fusion of contemporary western language and Southeast Asian aesthetics. Characterized by great energy, it often bears a relationship to traditional music of Southeast Asia. 

5. Ma Ting-Yi (Taiwan) Ceremony 
STRIKE
Ceremony for four percussionists, originally written in 2001/02 and revised in 2004, is a theatrical piece depicting two of the major events of the temple fair: the parade and the offering sacrifices.  During the parade people walk through streets to the temple to worship gods.  Two priests, one dressed in white and the other in black, are main characters in the parade.  The white-dressed priest walks at a slow speed, but the black-dressed priest runs.  In this instance, the four percussionists represent the black/white priests who alternate among six positions at two different speeds to symbolize the progression of the parade.  The drum rhythms, which serve as the main theme of the music, are quoted from Chinese drum music.  The climax of the whole work (or the temple fair) occurs at its end, which is the worship of offerings. The music begins as the priests (the percussionists) come to the altar (the stage) and ends at the sacrifices when they leave the stage.

Ting-Yi Ma is one of most active young composers in Taiwan.  He has gained a reputation for merging traditional Chinese materials with an atonal music language.  A series of four works titled Nostalgia I, II, III, IV and Formosa Nostalgia for different genres, are representative of that style and also relevant to the album, Newly Arranged Chinese Folk Songs Volume I, published by Leyerle Publisher (New York, 2005). He received his Doctoral degree from Indiana University at Bloomington in 2003, studying with, among others, Claude Baker, Eugene O’Brien and Frederick Fox.  In 2005, his Formosa Nostalgia (2003-2004) won the second prize at the 2004 International Formosa Composition Competition from the Taiwan Council of Cultural Affairs.  In 2003, his Nostalgia IV for Cello Solo (2002) won the first prize at the Art and Humanities Award from Ministry of Education of Taiwan.

Currently, Dr. Ma lectures at Soochow University, in composition and music theory. His research interests extends into other fields, such as designing an e-learning environment for studying music through the internet.  His multimedia projects, co-working with other experts, are funded by the National Science Council and the Ministry of Education in Taiwan.
~~~~~~~~
STRIKE specialises in movement-based or choreographed percussion. This concept of “percussion in motion” is developed in STRIKE’s theatre-based shows and pushes the boundaries of contemporary percussion performance. Founded in 1993, STRIKE features outstanding New Zealand percussionists and tours regularly throughout New Zealand, performing in festivals and schools.

International appearances include shows in London and Manchester, Journees de la Percussion in Paris, Melbourne International Arts Festival 1999, Cervantino International Festival in Mexico 2001, Queensland Music Festival 2005, Taiwan International Percussion Convention 2005 and Festival Melbourne 2006.

Following Asia Pacific Fetival, STRIKE will present their acclaimed stage show In The Cube in Wellington for the first time on February 22, followed by an extensive tour to China and Hong Kong.

Arnold Marinissen extensively performs repertoire for solo percussion. In 2005, former Frank Zappa-drummer Terry Bozzio and Arnold Marinissen collaborated as artists in residence at the Dutch Traces of Rhythm Festival. Recently he performed a series of duo concerts with the Canadian soprano Barbara Hannigan. He has played recitals in Australia, New Zealand, Singapore and Volgograd (Russia), and was jury member and perfomer at the Tromp Biennial in Eindhoven, where he worked with Evelyn Glennie, Trilok Gurtu and Peter Sadlo.

Arnold Marinissen appeared as a soloist with, among others, the WDR Orchestra in Cologne, the Residentie Orchestra, the Noordhollands Philharmonisch Orchestra, the Amsterdam Sinfonietta, the Holland Symfonia, the Nieuw Ensemble and the Southern Sinfonia in New Zealand, in works by composers such as Harrison Birtwistle, Iannis Xenakis, Toru Takemitsu, Richard Rodney Bennett, Darius Milhaud and André Jolivet, and has performed unconducted chamber music with the Ives Ensemble of Amsterdam.

He currently tours with a programme around film and solo percussion, “Beauty Unrealized”. In 2007 Marinissen will be guest artist at the Oosterpoort in Groningen and the Big Bang percussion festival (The Netherlands), at The Warehouse in London, and in Tashkent (Uzbekistan).  

Grant Sinclair began playing in brass bands in his hometown of Invercargill and was the 2005 New Zealand tenor trombone champion. After graduating with a Bachelor of Engineering Grant he abandoned engineering in favour of music, and began studying at Victoria University where he will continue with Honours in performance trombone in 2007.

As well as being Principal Trombone for the Vector Wellington Orchestra and the Central Band of the RNZAF, Grant plays for the NZSO, Auckland Philharmonia, and Christchurch Symphony. He has also been a member of four National Youth Orchestras. In November 2005, Grant performed the New Zealand premiere of the Rota Trombone Concerto with the Wellington Youth Orchestra, and in July 2006 he a guest soloist with the New Zealand Secondary Schools Orchestra in a performance of Takemitsu’s Fantasma/Cantos II.

Murray Hickman studied music at Victoria University Wellington., majoring in percussion. He is leader of STRIKE.

~~~~~~~~

This concert is made possible with kind support of New Zealand School of Music.
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